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The prequel to Vasily Grossman's Life and Fate, the War and Peace of the 20th Century, now in English for the first time.

 Vasily Grossman's Life and Fate has been hailed as a twentieth-century War and Peace. However, Life and Fate is only the second half of a two-part work, the first half of which was published in 1952. Grossman wanted to call this earlier work Stalingrad—as it will be in this first English translation—but it was published as For a Just Cause. The characters in both novels are largely the same and so is the story line; Life and Fate picks up where Stalingrad ends, in late September 1942. The first novel is in no way inferior to Life and Fate; the chapters about the Shaposhnikov family are both tender and witty, and the battle scenes are vivid and moving. One of the most memorable chapters of Life and Fate is the last letter written from a Jewish ghetto by Viktor Shtrum's mother—a powerful lament for East European Jewry. The words of this letter do not appear in Stalingrad, yet the letter's presence makes itself powerfully felt and it is mentioned many times. We learn who carries it across the front lines, who passes it on to whom, and how it eventually reaches Viktor. Grossman describes the difficulty Viktor experiences in reading it and his inability to talk about it even to his family. The absence of the letter itself is eloquent—as if its contents are too awful for anyone to take in.



        The Stalingrad Cauldron: Inside the Encirclement and Destruction of

        The encirclement of the German 6th Army at Stalingrad in mid-November 1942 and its final collapse in February 1943 was a signature defeat for Hitler.
        Remembering Stalingrad 75 Years Later | RealClearPolitics

        Seventy-five years ago this month, the Soviet Red Army surrounded -- and would soon destroy -- a huge invading German army at Stalingrad 
        Amazon.com: Stalingrad (9781681373270): Vasily Grossman

        Amazon.com: Stalingrad (9781681373270): Vasily Grossman, Robert Chandler, Elizabeth Chandler: Books.
        World War II History: Battle of Stalingrad for Kids - Ducksters

        The Battle of Stalingrad was one of the largest and deadliest battles in World War II. It was a turning point in the war. After losing the battle, the German army lost 
        Volgograd Named Stalingrad Again, at Least Sometimes - The New

        The city government of Volgograd voted to officially restore its onetime Communist-era name, Stalingrad, for six days each year.
        Remembering the horrors of Stalingrad - BBC News - BBC.com

        Nearly 70 years after the end of the Battle of Stalingrad, the BBC's Daniel Sandford speaks to Russian survivors in what is now Volgograd.
        Stalingrad (book) - Wikipedia

        Stalingrad is a narrative history written by Antony Beevor of the battle fought in and around the city of Stalingrad during World War II, as well as the events 
        Battle of Stalingrad - History.com

        The Battle of Stalingrad was a brutal military campaign between Russian forces and those of Nazi Germany and the Axis powers during World War II. But the Battle of Stalingrad (one of Russia’s important industrial cities) ultimately turned the tide of World War II in favor of the
        Battle of Stalingrad Timeline | Britannica.com

        Timeline of the events of the World War II Battle of Stalingrad.
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